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David Defeats the Ammonites and the Syrians
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Helam. David's forces defeated them again, and the Syrians became
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Davip’s Kincgbowm

In 2 Samuel 8-12 we read of a series
of campaigns fought by David against
neighbouring countries.

1. Moabites

David subdued the Moabites,
executing two-thirds of their
prisoners (2 Samuel 8:2).

2. Edomites

David also defeated the Edomites,
In a battle which took place in “the
Valley of Salt”, presumably between
the Dead Sea and Beersheba

(2 Samuel 8:13-14).

3. Ammonites

When the king of the Ammonites
ridiculed David’s emissaries, David
sent his own forces, along with
mercenaries hired from Hadadezer,

the Aramean king of Zobah, to
attack the Ammonites, probably at
Rabhah (2 Samuel 12:26-31). The
mercenaries refused to engage and
looked as though they would betray
the Israelites. Joab attacked both

the Ammonites and the Aramean
mercenaries and defeated them both
(2 Samuel 10:6-14).

4. Arameans

Hadadezer, the Aramean king of
Zobah, was a powerful figure in
southern Aram. On hearing of the
defeat of his mercenary forces he
engaged David at Helam, somewhere
In Transjordan. David defeated him
and forced him to make peace, thus
securing his eastern borders

(2 Samuel 10:15-19).
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Ecstasy and Agony

Ch 8 Military victories over the Philistines, Moab, Zobah, and Syria
Ch 9 The reign of righteousness and mercy (Mephibosheth)
Ch 10 Military victories over Ammon and Syria
Ch 11-12 Moral failing, repentance and consequences
11:1-5 Temptation an adultery
11:6-25 Coverup and murder
11:26-27 Marriage to Bathsheba
12:1-12 Confrontation by Nathan
12:13-14 Confession before Nathan, repentance before God
12:15-23 The death of a son
12:24-31 The birth of a son
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